Summary Observations
• USGS Circular presents "state of the science" for nutrient balance on the Eastern Shore • A primary source of excess nutrients to surface water discussed is apparent excess nitrogen and phosphorus applied to the land from agricultural/poultry operations with implications for future load reductions.
• Phosphorus loading is more associated with runoff (phosphorus absorbed to sediment) • Nitrogen load in groundwater is significant:
• The amount that reaches surface water depends on the sediment characteristics along the flow path • It's not clear that we have a good understanding of the nitrogen load on the Eastern Shore that reaches surface water • Groundwater Surface Water Interface (GSI) research would be beneficial.
• On the Eastern Shore of Virginia much of the referenced research is >20 yrs old. The research was very good but is now somewhat dated.
